
On a dull Sunday morning in January, 
a small group of 3D members assem-
bled at Bradford Industrial Museum 
for our free trip. 

The museum was very interesting 
and had some inside and outside dis-
plays including a complete Victorian 
house, packaging and shop displays, 
transport and spinning and weaving 

machines. The highlights  of the  mu-
seum visit, for most people were the 
tacking up of the heavy horses and 
the very informative demonstration of 
all the stages  in the manufacture of 
woollen cloth. 

After  spending most of the day at the 
museum we had built up quite an ap-
petite and were ready to move on to 
the next rather different part of our 
trip-a curry at Anam’ s Restaurant 
recommended to us by the staff at the 
museum. The food was superb, a 
buffet of lots of different dishes and 
some unusual deserts that some of 
us were brave enough to try. An ex-
cellent time was had by all.  
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HOT NEWS 

· 10 Brand new mem-
bers joined. 

A big welcome to 
them all.  

 

· £157 was raised for 
3D at Bil ton Gala. 

Our tombola stall was 
a great success, 
thanks to everyone 
who helped or do-
nated prizes 
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3D Launch for New Members 
The 16th of February was the 
launch night for new members 
which was held at the Prince of 
Wales Pub in Starbeck. This 
meeting was also the A.G.M. for 
existing members. After reports 
from the Chairman, Membership 
Secretary  and the Treasurer , a 
presentation was given about the 

club, how it was formed and 
what its aims and objectives are. 
Information about the Tower Hill 
Project was also given and some 
discussion about future activities 
and trips took place. Ten new 
members have joined since that 
night which brings our numbers  
now to over thirty. 



 
The better weather (!) has meant we have been 
able to make a few more visits to our site at 
Tower Hill and have carried out some excava-
tions following on from our field walking day and 
surveying day at the end of last year.  

Digging, and recording have taken place  and  
new skills have been learnt  and 
practised  with guidance from  
those with more experience . 

Trial trenches have been dug 
and recorded using drawing and 
photography and a 5m by 5m 
trench was dug in the North East 
corner of the  possible cairn fea-
ture.  

Some Of The Tower Hill Gang 

                                                                                                           
There are still some more areas to investigate 
but at the moment the evidence we have found is 
suggesting that the possible cairn is the result of 
tipping quarrying waste probably  in the 18th or 
19th century. 

We hope carry out some more random test pits 
of 1m square across the site 
to complete a sample of rea-
sonable size for the evalua-
tion of  the site . Then we will 
put the field survey,
excavation and documentary 
research  together to pro-
duce a report. The site may 
also be used for  training in 
the future as we still have 
permission to use it. 

He is also an excellent cooker of chickens as 
those who went to Merton Park Viking  Village 
will testify . 

As a thank-you for all his help and a good luck 
in the future present 3D brought Nick a Bronze 
Thor’s Hammer Pendant. . 

We wish Nick well in his new job and home. 

Unfortunately  the 7th of March  
visit to Tower Hill was the last one 
for 3D member Nick Kelly, he is 
leaving Yorkshire for a new job 
down south. 

Nick has been a great help to 3D 
sharing his knowledge and his  
surveying equipment with us. 

Swandle goes to the Pub                        by Alfie 

Training At Tower Hill  

Goodbye Nick! 
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POTTERY TRAINED 

Pottery is one of the most common types of material evidence that archaeologists find in 

their quest to understand past cultures. This is partly because pottery is a very durable material; it 

is not easily destroyed and can survive in a variety of extreme conditions. The ability to make pot-

tery vessels is one of the earliest technologies (after stone tools) that prehistoric cultures discov-

ered. The earliest pottery comes from Japan and China, dating to around 12,500 years BP. 

 

However, although durable, pottery is also very fragile. So whilst archaeologists find a lot of 

pottery, vessels are rarely in one piece. Usually archaeologists find a cluster of pottery fragments 

that have to be painstakingly pieced back together. Archaeologists can draw a lot of information 

from ancient pottery. Pottery can be a useful method of dating a site, for example through ther-

moluminescence (TL) dating. Chemical analysis can reveal the origin of the clay from which the 

vessel is made and can discover what substance was held in the vessel, such as wine or oil. 

                                                          

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To have a chance of winning, simply answer the question below. Send your answer and con-

tact details to lorienpilling@aol.com or Lorien Pil ling, 122b Duchy Road, Harrogate, HG1 

2HE. Closing Date: 30th May 2004.  

 

Antika model kits are available for purchase. Please use the above contact details to   

request further information abou t the Antika range. 

 

Q. The Nabataeans were skilled at making pottery vessels with eggshell thin sides. But what 

is the name of their ancient capital city? 

A: Babylon    B: Knossos   C: Petra  

Thanks to Lorien for this exciting competition. 
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This is your opportunity to win on e of 

Antika’s pottery model kits.  

Antika’s range of 12 model kits replicate pottery 
vessels from the ancient Near East and allows 
the amateur archaeologist to practise their 
pottery reconstruction skills. Each kit contains a 
handcrafted vessel broken into sherds and all 
the equipment you need to reconstruct the pot. 

COMPETITION  
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A Feline Serial                                                          (R Bonde, 11.3.2004 ©) 
 

Part I: Worshipped and Exploited 
             
Throughout antiquity, the cat has been either a revered creature or a thoroughly de-

spised animal. The Ancient Egyptians were worshipping the cat in the Sixteenth Cen-

tury BC and the feline was venerated as a national deity for more than thirteen hundred 

years.  The Greek historian, Diodorus wrote, while visiting Egypt during the Roman oc-

cupation in the First Century BC, that rough justice could be meted out to anyone who 

ill-treated a cat. When a Roman soldier ran over and killed a cat with his chariot in Alex-

andria, the soldier was lynched and stoned to death by the enraged mob. Other foreign 

eyewitness accounts reported rituals associated with the death of a house cat; the ani-

mal’s owners would go into mourning and shave off their eyebrows. 

 

The feline divinity that inspired such devotion was the fertility goddess Bast also called 

Bastet.  Herodotus wrote accounts of the annual festival at the city of Bubastis, the cen-

tre of cat worship and the principal burial place of the cats that had been purposely 

reared at the temple.  The deceased cats were embalmed and the mummies sold to the 

devotees of the religion. This was a lucrative trade where demand exceeded supply. In 

1981, a study was undertaken on fifty-five mummified cats from this location which 

showed that nearly all these cats were less than one year old and several had vertebral 

displacement having suffered from a broken neck. This would suggest that there was a 

ritual sacrifice of the deity, temple priests may have killed kittens to control the cat 

population and / or the potential earnings to be made from peddling the mummified re-

mains outweighed the religious implications. 

 

Cats have long been known to other cultures. Excavations in 1983 unearthed feline 

jawbones and teeth in a Neolithic settlement in South Cyprus dating to 6000BC. There 

were no wild cats on Cyprus so cats must have brought to the island either directly or 

indirectly by humans.  Wall tiles have been recovered from Crete that depict wild cats 

and have been dated from 1600BC. Evidence from art and literature indicate that the 

cat was being treated as a domesticate in Greece by the Fifth Century BC. In India, 

cats were mentioned in Sanskrit writings around 100BC.  The Romans were responsi-

ble for the cat’s introduction into Britain and central and Western Europe.  



Here is the official answer to the poser. Hope it puts everyone out of their misery!  
 
1st Archaeologist  
Rum  
Prehistoric  

Yellow trowel  
Wooden objects  
Farm sites  
2nd Archaeologist  
Whisky  
Mediaevalist  
Blue trowel  
Copper alloy objects  
Monastic sites  

 

3rd Archaeologist  
Bitter  
Romanist  
Red trowel  
Iron objects  
Rural sites  
4th Archaeologist  
Gin  
Post-mediaevalist  
Orange trowel  
Pottery  
Lowland sites  

The dull, grey building, reminiscent of a WWII bunker, would win few prizes in an architectural talent contest. 
However this uninspiring building, next to the river Aire in the centre of Leeds, is the home of The Royal Armour-
ies, and was the destination for the latest 3D voyage of discovery.   
 
Venturing inside one is confronted with an impressive and extensive (three floors worth) collection of weaponry, 
from countries world wide, covering many centuries of man's obsession with killing and maiming each other. 
 
Once inside the intrepid 3D travellers were met by one of the curators of the collection. He provided the group 
with some fascinating information about the collection, what is displayed and why, techniques used in the con-
servation process and how the museum might develop over the next few years.  
 
Next the group was treated to a display of medieval swordsmanship. 
The re-enactment was based on skills recorded in German and Italian 
training manuals of the period. It showed how armour clad swordsmen 
used their weapons, how the sword became not only a stabbing and cut-
ting weapon but also how it was used to club, crush and to hook the op-
ponent's sword. 
 
After lunch and a wander around the comprehensive collection it was 
back outside to the Tilt Yard. Here the group, and a large crowd of visi-
tors, witnessed a fine demonstration of medieval jousting and horse-
manship. Again it was interesting to see how weapons such as the lance 
were use to score points against an opponent and the difficulties of con-
trolling a horse, and weapons, while clad in full armour. A visit to the me-
nagerie, and finally to the shop, concluded the day's events. All in all a 
grand day out! 
Visit the Royal Armouries web site: www.armouries.org.uk 

A r m o u r i e s  A d v e n t u r e
 

The winners of the prizes were...  
Ray and Sally, the only two correct answers submitted. 
Well done you two and thanks to John for the Quiz and 
donating the prizes 

Tournament Gallery At The Armouries 

And now the moment you have all been waiting for…… 
THE ANSWER TO LAST  ISSUES QUIZ 
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5th Archaeologist  
Lager  
Industrial  
Green trowel  
Bone objects  
Upland sites  

Julie Pitts, Editor - E-mail wearethepitts@ntlworld.com 
3D - E-mail dddarchaeology@yahoo.co.uk 

CONTACTS 


